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Current areas of practice 
 
Competition and Consumer Protection 

 

I appear for and against the ACCC in a variety of competition and consumer matters.  

 

For example I have acted for the ACCC in the following matters: 

 

• the long-running litigation against Peter Foster in relation to his scheme of 
diet products known as “Sensaslim”.  This involved obtaining the original 
freezing orders, and then commencing criminal contempt proceedings and 
separate proceedings pursuant to the Australian Consumer Law.  
 

• the trial proceedings against Pfizer Australia alleging abuse of market power 

contrary to Part IV of the Competition and Consumer Act. 

 

• cartel proceedings against Calvary Private Hospital.  The proceedings were 

ultimately not contested by the respondent and resolved with an agreed statement 

of facts. 

 

• consumer protection litigation against GlaxoSmithKline in relation to misleading 

packaging (currently in the penalty stage). 
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I have also frequently acted, and currently act, against the ACCC (or its related agency, 

the Australian Energy Regulator).  For example: 

 

(i) I acted for KLM in the Japanese shipping cartel prosecution while the matter was 

in the Local Court; 

 

(ii) I acted for Palram in cartel civil penalty proceedings in the Federal Court; 

 

(iii) in the Competition Tribunal, I was part of the counsel team for Networks NSW 

seeking leave for limited merits review and in the subsequent merits review 

proceeding;  

 

(iv) in the air cargo civil penalty litigation brought by the ACCC, I appeared for Thai 

Airways;  

 

(v) I currently act for defendants in consumer protection proceedings: 

a. for viagogo (an online ticket exchange) currently in the penalty hearing stage; 

and 

b. for AIPE (an education provider) currently reserved on liability; and 

 

(vi) I currently act for defendants in both current cartel prosecutions on foot in Australia 

– for Country Care currently in the Federal Court Victorian registry and for Mr John 

McLean, in the criminal cartel proceedings currently in the Local Court in Sydney. 

 

Regulatory Investigations and litigation  

 

Having practised at the Commonwealth DPP in tax and narcotic prosecutions my career at the 

independent bar has always featured regulatory litigation; the first case I appeared in was a 

challenge to a search warrant: Kennedy v Baker.  I provide advice to regulators on search 

warrant and other enforcement options and also provide advice to individuals and corporations 

who are the subject of compulsory action by a range of Commonwealth regulators.  

 

I am regularly been briefed in relation to investigations and litigation by the ACCC, ASIC and the 

ATO.  I have acted for each of those regulators and have been briefed (and am briefed) to act 

for individuals and corporations responding to regulators’ exercise of their compulsory powers 

(including search warrants or examination requests).   

 

I regularly act for corporations and individuals the subject of Commonwealth regulatory action 

pursuant to the Crimes Act, the Competition and Consumer Act, the Corporations Act (and the 

Australian Securities & Investments Commission Act), the various Federal taxation laws, the 

National Health Act, the Telecommunications Act and the Higher Education Support Act (and 

related education legislation). This may involve judicial review in the Federal Court, civil 

penalties in the Federal Court, merits review in the AAT or private administrative hearings and 

investigations.  

 

Currently, I am briefed: 
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• as noted above, by defendants in both current cartel prosecutions on foot in Australia – 

for Country Care currently in the Federal Court Victorian registry and for Mr John 

McLean, in the criminal cartel proceedings currently in the Local Court in Sydney. 

• by a large multinational corporation which is a potential defendant in a foreign bribery 

investigation that covers investigations in the United Kingdom and the United States as 

well as Australia. 

• by the Commonwealth DPP in the foreign bribery proceedings involving Sinclair Knight 

Mertz (now Jacobs), a major Australian government foreign aid contractor. 

• by a large Australian corporation considering a judicial review challenge to a 

Commonwealth regulator’s decision. 

• By various individuals the subject of adverse findings by the Financial Services Royal 

Commission. 

 

Class actions  

 

I generally act for corporate defendants in class actions.  I most recently acted for Ethicon 

and Johnson & Johnson in the Federal Court class action involving medical devices for SUI 

and prolapse (judgment reserved). I currently act for Honda in the Takata air bags litigation 

in the Supreme Court of New South Wales.  

 

I was briefed by the applicant seaweed farmers in Sanda v PTTEP (a current class action 

involving a leak of oil in the Timor Sea), but was unable to appear in the trial which is 

currently underway. 

 

Taxation Matters 

 

I act for the ATO and for individuals in tax-related litigation including the exercise of compulsory 

powers including compulsory notices and the obtaining or resisting freezing orders.   

 

Currently, I am briefed for the Commissioner in an application to set aside orders of the Full 

Court of the Federal Court which were obtained, on the Commissioner’s case, by fraud. I 

appeared in the original proceedings in the Federal Court and the Full Court, and related 

proceedings (BCI Finances v Commissioner) in which material emerged which provided the 

basis for the Commissioner’s current application to set aside the Full Court’s orders.   

 


