PATRICK KNOWLES SC

Tenth Floor Chambers knowles@tenthfloor.org
180 Phillip Street Tel: +61 2 9232 4609
SYDNEY NSW 2000 www.tenthfloor.org

AREAS OF PRACTICE

e Commercial law

e Negligence, including professional negligence

e Corporations and insolvency law, including regulatory investigations

e Equity

e Public law, including constitutional law, administrative law, and immigration law
e Sports law

ADMISSIONS

2022 Appointed Senior Counsel

2009 Barrister, New South Wales

2004 Admitted as Legal Practitioner, Supreme Court of New South Wales and

High Court of Australia

MEMBERSHIPS AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

2020-2023 Member, Council of the New South Wales Bar Association

2009 to 2023 Member of, variously, the New South Wales Bar Association’s New
Barristers Committee, Practice Development Committee, Education
Committee and Professional Conduct Committee

2003 to date Member, Australian Association of Constitutional Law

PRIZES AND AWARDS

2009 Christopher Gee QC Memorial Prize — for evidence and advocacy during
the NSW Bar Association’s Readers Course

2006 Pegasus Scholarship — awarded by the Inner Temple, providing funding
for a three month internship at the Inns of Court in London

2005 Chevening Scholarship — awarded by Cambridge Commonwealth Trust

EDUCATION

2006 University of Cambridge
Masters of Laws (first class)
Chevening Scholar

2003 University of New South Wales

Bachelor of Arts / Bachelor of Laws

PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2004 — 2009 Solicitor, Freehills (now Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer), commercial
litigation group

2003 — 2004 Associate to the Hon. Justice Beaumont, Federal Court of Australia


mailto:knowles@tenthfloor.org
http://www.tenthfloor.org/commercial.html

SELECTED MATTERS
Commercial law, corporations law, insolvency, equity and insurance

In the matter of Nuix 1.td (ongoing) (leading Elizabeth Steer) — representing a director in
shareholder class action proceedings in the Supreme Court of Victoria

AMP Limited v Chubb Insurance Australia Limited (decision reserved) — insurance coverage dispute
under financial lines liability policy

Commonwealth v Otsuka Pharmacentical Co 1.¢d (decision reserved) (leading Kim Pham and Megan
Caristo) — application to adopt a referee’s report following referral out of claim on the usual
undertaking as to damages

Thynne v Jevny Pty Limited [2025] NSWSC 986 (leading Christine Ernst) — trial considering the
nature of an equitable interest in land as well as a dispute regarding discretionary trust

Jet Midwest, Inc. v Regional Express Holdings Limited trading as Regional Express Airlines (Administrators

Appointed) [2025] NSWCA 101 (leading Henry Cooper and Allan Flick) — claim for delivery up of
property against company under administration

Capitalink Pty Ltd v Withnall [2024] NSWCA 172 (leading Michael Connor) — appeal concerning
proper assessment of damages in building disputes

Slaveski v Nanevski Developments Pty 1td [2023] NSWCA 145 (leading Paul McDonald) — appeal in
respect of partnership dispute in relation to a property development joint venture

Khattar v Khattar; Fayad v Khattar [2023] NSWCA 133 - appeal for repayment of debt arising from
failed property development

Narellan Franchise Pty 1.td v RBME Pty Ltd [2023] NSWCA 139 (leading James Douglas) — appeal
regarding enforceability of a restraint in a franchise agreement

Mao v Bao [2023] NSWCA 278; (2023) 113 NSWLR 26 (leading Dominic Delany) — availability of
equitable set off in claim of joint ownership of property investment

Tredmore Pty Ltd v Atlas Advisors Pty Ltd [2022] NSWSC 705 and Tredpmore Pty Ltd v Atlas Adpisors
Australia Pty 1.td [2023] NSWCA 60 (leading Sarah Danne) — trial and appeal in relation to the
marketing of investments to sophisticated investors

Towigg v Twigg [2022] NSWCA 68 (led by Bret Walker SC and Jonathan Evans KC) — appeal in
relation to finding of breach of trust, including complex issues of tracing, laches and the
application of the statute of limitations

Commonwealth of Australia v Sanofi (formerly Sanofi-Aventis) (No 5) [2020] FCA 543 (led by Peter
Brereton SC) — claim on an undertaking as to damages in a patent matter seeking the losses
referable to additional public expenditure under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme

RGA Reinsurance Company of Australia 1.td v Westpac Life Insurance Services 1.¢td [2020] NSWSC 1299
(led by Richard McHugh SC) — dispute regarding the proper construction of a reinsurance treaty

DIF I - Global Co-Investment Fund 1.P v Babcock & Brown International Pty Limited (No 2) [2019]
NSWSC 1578 — representing director in large claim for misleading and deceptive conduct in
relation to a decision of an investment committee



In the matter of Sirtex Medical Limited [2018] FCA 584 (led by Jeremy Giles SC) — scheme of
arrangement application in the context of competing bids for a target company

Sigma Pharmaceuticals (Australia) Pty 1td v Wyeth [2018] FCA 1556; (2018) 136 IPR 8 (led by Peter
Brereton SC) — claim on an undertaking as to damages in a patent matter seeking the losses
referable to additional public expenditure under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme

Creighton v Australian Executor Trustees Limited [2016] NSWSC 17 (led by Matthew Darke SC) —
application considering multiple class action proceedings arising from the collapse of an issuer of
mortgage debentures

HP Mercantile Pty 1.td v Hartnett [2016] NSWCA 342, HP Mercantile Pty Ltd v Clements [2015]
NSWCA 212 and HP Mercantile Pty 1.td v Dierickx [2013] NSWCA 87 (led by Bret Walker SC) —
principles of contractual construction relating to an investment in an agricultural scheme

Grant Samunel Corporate Finance Pty Litd v Fletcher [2015] HCA 8; (2015) 254 CLR 477 (led by Tony
Bannon SC) — High Court appeal considering power to extend the time for a liquidator to
commence proceedings for a voidable transaction

Westnet WA Infrastructure Holdings Linited [2015] NSWSC 658 — application for judicial advice by
the liquidator of the Alinta group of companies

Lachlan v HP Mercantile Pty 1.1d [2015] NSWCA 130; (2015) 89 NSWLR 198 — enforcement of a
settlement deed involving consideration of the doctrine of penalties and the Court’s discretion to
set aside consent orders

SELECTED MATTERS

Negligence (including professional negligence)

Castleton Commodities International v [Confidential large multi-national law firm] (settled at mediation) —
significant claim against legal advisors for negligent advice in relation to offshore oil and gas
investment

Wild v McKay (2020) (settled on 10" day of hearing) (led by Julian Sexton SC) — professional
negligence claim against solicitor for advice given to unincorporated irrigation scheme and its
members

Dougall v Melville [2017] NSWCA 309 — limitation period applicable to claims for professional
negligence against legal professionals

Plaintiff $99 v Minister for Immigration and Border Protection [2016] FCA 483; (2016) 243 FCR 17 (led
by Geoffrey Kennett SC) — liability of the Commonwealth for the health care needs of persons
in offshore detention centres

Bankstown City Council v Zraika [2016] NSWCA 51; (2016) 94 NSWLR 159 (led by Robert
Sheldon SC) — liability of a local government authority for planning decisions

Miller v Lithgow City Council [2015] NSWCA 320; (2015) 91 NSWLR 752; (led by Robert Sheldon
SC) — scope of the liability of a public authority for injury occurring during school sports
activities
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White v Forster [2014] NSWSC 1767 — claim for negligence against a solicitor considering the
scope of the immunity of advocates

I am currently briefed for the Commonwealth in a large number of claims alleging negligence
and false imprisonment in respect of onshore and offshore immigration detention

I have also represented a number of barristers and solicitors in professional disciplinary matters

SELECTED MATTERS
Public Law

FELT17 v Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs [2025] HCA 13; (2025) 99 ALJR
775 (leading Katherine Hooper) — High Court appeal considering the effect of setting
aside a decision of the Administrative Review Tribunal

CZAT19 v Commonwealth of Australia |2025] HCA 8; (2025) 99 ALJR 650 (with Stephen
Donoghue KC and leading Michael Maynard) — High Court appeal considering whether
detention during period of visa consideration is unconstitutional

Lesianawai v Minister for Immigration, Citigenship and Multicultural Affairs [2024] HCA 6; (2024)
98 ALJR 475 (leading Bora Kaplan) — High Court appeal considering the effect of

criminal convictions as a juvenile on administrative law decisions

Christian Community Ministries Ltd v Minister for Education and Early 1earning [2024] NSWCA
1 (leading M Sherman) — judicial review of funding decision made in respect of a private
school

AZC20 v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and Multicultural Affairs [2023]
HCA 26; (2023) 278 CLR 512 (with Stephen Donoghue KC and leading Naomi Wooton)
— High Court Appeal considering the constitutional requirement of a “matter” in an
intermediate appellate court

NZYQ v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs [2023] HCA 37; (2023)
280 CLR 137 (leading Megan Caristo) — the leading constitutional law decision
considering the limits on indefinite immigration detention

Montgomery v Commonwealth (settled prior to judgment) (led by Stephen Donoghue KC and
Craig Lenehan SC) — High Court proceeding considering: (a) whether an Aboriginal
Australian can be an “alien” for the purposes of the Constitution; and (b) the test of
aboriginality

TTY167 v Republic of Naurn [2018] HCA 61; (2018) 93 ALJR 111 and HEM043 v The
Republic of Naurn [2018] HCA 37; (2018) 92 ALJR 817 (led by Geoffrey Kennett SC) —
appeals to the High Court considering whether decision regarding refugee status lawfully
made

Tanioria v Commonwealth of Australia (No 3) [2018] FCA 1623 (unled) — claim for unlawful
imprisonment on the basis of an allegation that s 61 of the Constitution contains an
implied limitation that executive power may be lawfully exercised by persons who are not
“officers of the Commonwealth”

CPB Contractors Pty Limited v Celsus Pty Limited (No 2) [2018] FCA 2112; (2018) 268 FCR
590 (led by Stephen Free SC) — whether the appointment of a referee by the Federal
Court infringes the Constitutional principle that judicial power must be exercised by a
Chapter III Court
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Minister for Immigration and Border Protection v Kumar [2017) HCA 11; (2017) 260 CLR 367 (led
by Geoffrey Kennett SC) — consideration of the calculation of time provisions in the Aets
Interpretation Act 1901 (Cth)

Uelese v Minister for Immigration and Border Protection [2015] HCA 15; (2015) 256 CLR 203
(ed by Geoffrey Johnson SC) — High Court appeal considering the procedure of the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal in matters involving the cancellation of a visa on
character grounds

Maritime Union of Australia v Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development [2015] FCAFC
187; (2015) 238 FCR 464 (led by Geoffrey Johnson SC) — judicial review of shipping
licence decision

Chief Commiissioner of State Revenne v Print National Pty 1.td [2013] NSWCA 96 (led by Alister
Henskens SC) — appeal considering the jurisdiction of the Administrative Decisions
Tribunal in payroll tax cases

ACCC v MSY Technology Pty 1td (2012) 201 FCR 378 (led by Geoffrey Kennett SC) —
appeal to the Full Court considering the scope of the Federal Court’s power to grant
declaratory relief by consent

Appearing in more than 200 applications for merits and judicial in the High Court, Full
Federal Court, Federal Court, Federal Circuit Court and the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal

SELECTED MATTERS
Sports Law

I am counsel-assisting the Judiciary of the National Rugby League, a role involving appearing at
the judiciary and presenting cases on behalf of the Match Review Committee

Greyhound Welfare and Integrity Commission Inquiry (2024-2025) — senior counsel for
Greyhound Racing New South Wales

Mason v Athletics Australia and Sports Integrity Australia (2024) NST-E24-334771 — proceedings in
the National Sports Tribunal concerning provision suspension for anti-doping violation

A Coach v National Sporting Body (2024) NST- E24-258089 — proceedings in the National Sports
Tribunal concerning member protection and child welfare complaint

Liddick v Gymnastics Australia (2022) NST-E21-148532 — proceedings in the National Sports
Tribunal concerning complaints brought against former head coach of the Australian women’s
gymnastics team

Peris and Anti-Doping Rule 1 iolation Panel [2020] AATA 1855 — merits review proceeding of a
finding of possible doping by international athlete

Smith and Anti-Doping Rule 1 iolation Panel [2019] AATA 5489 — merits review proceeding
considering who is an “athlete” for the purpose of anti-doping rules

In the matter of Dank and 16 players of the Essendon Football Club — proceedings in the Australian
Football League Anti-doping Tribunal (led by Malcolm Holmes KC) and, on appeal to the Court
of Arbitration for Sport, concerning supplements administered to members of a professional
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sporting team

Grabam and Anti-Doping Rule 1 iolation Panel [2016] AATA 807 — merits review proceeding of a
doping finding against a sports administrator

Earl and Anti-Doping Rule 1iolation Panel [2014] AATA 968 — merits review proceeding of a
finding of possible doping by professional rugby league players

In the matter of two NRL player agents (led by Tony Bannon SC) — arbitration before the Hon. Kevin
Lindgren KC regarding disciplinary proceedings against player agents involved in breaches of the
National Rugby League’s salary cap

Various other anti-doping matters before the National Sports Tribunal, the Court of Arbitration
for Sport and the National Rugby League Judiciary



